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Dear Sir: 

Responsive to the Office Action mailed November 2, 2006, and the restriction 
requirement made therein, applicants provisionally elect Group I, claims 1-10, drawn to 
an apparatus with an upper cutter portion in slideably movable contact with a lower cutter 
portion, for continued examination herein. 

Applicants traverse the restriction requirement on the grounds that 35 U.S.C. § 121 
authorizes restriction only when the claimed invention is "independent and distinct" 
(emphasis added). A search of the subject matter of Group II, claims 11-18, drawn to a self- 
contained cassette module cutter for cutting elongated strips of material using an adapter 
pressure plate, and Group III, claims 19-20, drawn to a method of cutting elongated strip 
material, would necessarily require a search of the subject matter of Group I. Thus the 



apparatus and method delineated in Groups II and III, respectively, are not directed to an 
independent and distinct matter. 
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